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will be considered sufficient excuse for my encroaching upon His Excellency's

valuable time.

I have the honour to remain,

Sir,
Tour obedient servant

From the office copy : G. W. 2264-2, 3, 4, 5.

259. TELEGRAM TO COLONIAL SECRETARY

[JOHANNESBURG,]
November 3, 1904

TO

COLONIAL SECRETARY

[PRETORIA]

MR.    ROBINSON   INFORMS   LORD   ROBERTS   WILL   BE   PLEASED   RECEIVE

AN   ADDRESS   FROM   INDIAN   COMMITTEE   DURING   HIS   STAY   PRETORIA.

WlLL   YOU   KINDLY   ASCERTAIN   DATE   FROM   HIS   LORDSHIP.

GANDHI

Pretoria Archives : 92/2.    L. G. 93 : Asiatics 1902-1906, File No. 2.

240. FARMERS IN CONFERENCE
The Conference has dealt with a great variety of matters, two of which
dealt with Indians. The Conference passed some time ago a resolution
to the effect that all the Indians should hold passes, for what reason it
is not stated, except perhaps to insult the non-indentured Indian popu-
lation. The Government have returned a reply saying that they are not
prepared to pass legislation of the character wanted by the Conference.
The Rev. Jas. Scott, therefore, moved that the resolution should be sent
back to the Government. The President pointed out that, if too many
restrictions were imposed on the Indians, the Indian Government might
have something to say. Mr. Scott, however, said that in that case Natal
could tap other sources of labour supply. We wish it were so. It will
then be possible to arrive at a reasonable understanding as to the resident
Indian population. Moreover, the Colony will learn by experience the
economic value of Indian labour. Ruskin has somewhere said that man,
as an economic factor, is not to be studied simply as a machine, but has
to be taken with all his mental attributes. Considered as such, we believe
that the Indian is the most efficient labourer in the world. He may be
puny, he may be slow, he may be weak, but he is most sober, uncom-
plaining, patient, and long-suffering. He, therefore, gives no trouble to
his masters, and is a reliable worker. If some other labour were introduced,
if only temporarily, all the attributes we have mentioned as specially
belonging to the Indian will be appreciated, and he" will be prized on